
Brightpath performance descriptors and teaching points and the Australian Curriculum – Year 5 Narrative 
 

Skill 
Brightpath Descriptorsi 

330 - 370 

Brightpath  

330 - 370 Teaching Points 

Strand Year 5 Australian Curriculum code and description 

Authorial choices – Narrative writing 

 
Audience 

 
Attempts to support and 
engage the reader. Uses 
narrative devices such as 
an underlying theme 
(fantasy, humour, good vs 
evil, suspense) description 
and language choices. 
 
 

  
Language 
 
 
Literature 
 
 
 
Literature 
 
 
Literature 

 
Understand how texts vary in purpose, structure and topic as well as the 
degree of formality ACELA1504 
 
Create literary texts using realistic and fantasy settings and characters that 
draw on the worlds represented in texts students have experienced 
(ACELT1612 
 
Create literary texts that experiment with structures, ideas and stylistic 
features of selected authors ACELT1798 
 
Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive print and 
multimodal texts, choosing text structures, language features, images and 
sound appropriate to purpose and audience ACELY1704 
 

 
Text 
Structure 

 
Story includes an 
orientation, a 
complication and may 
include a resolution. 

 
Use the complication to 
drive the story.  
 
Order events to lead to 
the resolution, and   
develop the resolution 

 
Literacy 

 
Identify and explain characteristic text structures and language features 
used in imaginative, informative and persuasive texts to meet the purpose 
of the text ACELY1701 

 
Setting / 
Character 

 
There is a suggestion of 
character and setting 
through naming and 
description. 

 
Develop characters that 
emerge through actions, 
relationships and 
dialogue. 
 
Reveal rather than directly 
describe setting. 

 
Language 
 
 
Literature 
 
 
Literature 
 

 
Understand that patterns of language interaction vary across social 
contexts and types of texts and that they help to signal social roles and 
relationships (ACELA1501 
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Vocabulary 

 
Starts to use descriptive 
language and a wider 
range of words that add 
precision. 

 
Use descriptive, precise 
phrases (adjectival, 
adverbial) and dependent 
clauses. 

 
Language 
 
 
 
Language 
 

 
Understand how noun groups/phrases and adjective groups/phrases can 
be expanded in a variety of ways to provide a fuller description of the 
person, place, thing or idea ACELA1508 
 
Understand the use of vocabulary to express greater precision of 
meaning, and know that words can have different meanings in different 
contexts ACELA1512 
 

Conventions of writing and use of language 

 
Ideas 

 
Stories may contain some 
innovative elements such 
as simple use of dialogue 
to carry the action, 
reflective comments, or a 
more imaginative setting. 

  
Literature 
 
 
 
Literature 

 
Understand, interpret and experiment with sound devices and imagery, 
including simile, metaphor and personification, in narratives, shape 
poetry, songs, anthems and odes ACELT1611 
 
Show how ideas and points of view in texts are conveyed through the use 
of vocabulary, including idiomatic expressions, objective and subjective 
language, and that these can change according to context ACELY1698 
 

 
Cohesion 

 
Cohesive devices mostly 
correct. Uses mainly 
simple connectives and 
conjunctions. Most 
referring words are 
accurate. 

 
Craft a cohesive text using 
noun-pronoun 
referencing, temporal 
connectives such as later, 
suddenly, meanwhile and 
simple word associations. 
Maintain tense and point 
of view across text. 

 
Literacy 
 
 
 

 
Re-read and edit student’s own and others’ work using agreed criteria for 
text structures and language features ACELY1705 

 
Paragraphing 

  
Use paragraphs to 
enhance story telling.  
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Sentence 
structure 

 
May vary sentence 
structure for effect. 

 
Vary sentence structure 
and type for effect. 

 
Language 
 
 
 
Language 
 

 
Understand that the starting point of a sentence gives prominence to the 
message in the text and allows for prediction of how the text will unfold 
ACELA1505 
 
Understand the difference between main and subordinate clauses and 
that a complex sentence involves at least one subordinate clause 
ACELA1507 

 
Punctuation 

 
Sentence level 
punctuation is generally 
correct. 
 
May be starting to use 
speech marks, 
exclamation marks or 
manipulate punctuation 
for effect. 

 
Punctuate sentences. 
 
Use speech marks, 
apostrophes for 
contraction and 
possession, and commas 
for phrasing. 

 
Language 

 
Understand how the grammatical category of possessives is signalled 
through apostrophes and how to use apostrophes with common and 
proper nouns ACELA1506 

 
Spelling 

 
Spelling of common words 
is generally correct. 

  
Language  
 
 
 
Language 
 
 
Language 
 

 
Understand how to use knowledge of known words, base words, prefixes 
and suffixes, word origins, letter patterns and spelling generalisations to 
spell new words ACELA1513 
 
Explore less common plurals, and understand how a suffix changes the 
meaning or grammatical form of a word ACELA1514 
 
Understand how to use phonic knowledge to read and write less familiar 
words that share common letter patterns but have different 
pronunciations ACELA1829 

 

i We are often asked if Brightpath aligns with the Australian Curriculum. Although both Brightpath and the Australian Curriculum consider and describe features of development, 
they have quite different purposes.   
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The ACARA site states that “The Australian Curriculum is designed to help all young Australians to become successful learners, confident and creative individuals, and active and 
informed citizens. Presented as a developmental sequence of learning from Foundation - Year 10, the Australian Curriculum describes to teachers, parents, students and others in 
the wider community what is to be taught and the quality of learning expected of young people as they progress through school.’  
 
Brightpath, on the other hand, is an assessment and reporting tool that uses an empirically developed assessment process which requires teachers to assess their students’ 
performances by comparing these performances with calibrated exemplars. The tool includes performance descriptions to help teachers understand the features of development, 
but teachers need to always compare student work the calibrated exemplars when assessing.  
 
We have developed this document to help you understand how Brightpath will help you to meet the requirements of the Australian Curriculum. It is not a definitive guide and we 
urge you not to turn any of this information into a check list. We know from our research that doing so will impede rather than support good assessment practice.  
 
 


