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Skill 
Brightpath Descriptorsi 

250 - 330 

Brightpath  

250 - 330 Teaching Points 

Strand Year 3 Australian Curriculum code and description 

Authorial choices – Narrative writing 

 
Audience 

 
Uses simple narrative 
markers. 
 

 
Help the reader to 
understand what 
happened and how it 
happened. 
 

 
Literature 

 
Discuss the nature and effects of some language devices used to enhance 
meaning and shape the reader’s reaction, including rhythm and 
onomatopoeia in poetry and prose ACELT1600 

 
Text 
Structure 

 
Writes a story with a 
beginning and a 
complication and attempts 
an ending. 
 

 
Use the complication to 
drive the story. 
 
Order events to lead to 
the resolution and 
develop the resolution 
itself. 

 
Language 
 
 
 
 
 
Literacy 

 
Understand how different types of texts vary in use of language choices, 
depending on their purpose and context (for example, tense and types of 
sentences). Elaboration: becoming familiar with typical structural stages 
and language features of various types of text, for example narratives, 
procedures, reports, reviews and expositions ACELA1478 
 
Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive texts 
demonstrating increasing control over text structures and language 
features and selecting print, and multimodal elements appropriate to the 
audience and purpose ACELY1682 
 

 
Setting / 
Character 

 
There is a stronger sense 
of character and there 
may be some elaboration 
through descriptions and 
actions. This may include 
naming an emotion or 
giving a little more detail 
about an action. 
Setting may be named or 
suggested. 
 

 
Provide details about 
character and setting: 
dialogue can reveal 
relationships, and actions. 
Craft description so it’s 
integral to the story 

 
Literature 
 
 
Literature 
 
 
Literature 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Discuss texts in which characters, events and settings are portrayed in 
different ways, and speculate on the authors’ reasons ACELT1594 
 
Draw connections between personal experiences and the worlds of texts, 
and share responses with others ACELT1596 
 
Discuss how language is used to describe the settings in texts, and explore 
how the settings shape the events and influence the mood of the narrative 
ACELT1599. Elaborations: Provide details about character and setting: 
dialogue can reveal relationships, and actions. Craft description so it’s 
integral to the story; discussing the language used to describe the traits of 
characters in stories, their actions and motivations: ‘Claire was so lonely; 
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she desperately wanted a pet and she was afraid she would do anything, 
just anything, to have one to care for 
 
 

Conventions of writing and use of language 

 
Vocabulary 

 
Uses simple or common 
words that describe 
people, places or things 
and may use some 
descriptive or more 
precise words. 
 
 

 
Use descriptive phrases   
adjectival, adverbial. 
 

 
Language 
 
 
Literature 

 
Know how to use common prefixes and suffixes, and generalisations for 
adding a suffix to a base word ACELA1827 
 
Discuss how language is used to describe the settings in texts, and explore 
how the settings shape the events and influence the mood of the narrative 
ACELT1599. Elaborations: identifying and discussing the use of descriptive 
adjectives (‘in the middle of a vast, bare plain’) to establish setting and 
atmosphere (‘the castle loomed dark and forbidding’) and to draw readers 
into events that follow. 
 

 
Ideas 

 
Some simple elaboration 
of ideas which are linked. 

 
Provide details about 
character and setting: 
dialogue can reveal 
relationships, and actions. 
Craft description so it’s 
integral to the story. 

 
Literature 

 
Discuss how language is used to describe the settings in texts, and explore 
how the settings shape the events and influence the mood of the narrative 
ACELT1599. Elaborations: identifying and discussing the use of descriptive 
adjectives (‘in the middle of a vast, bare plain’) to establish setting and 
atmosphere (‘the castle loomed dark and forbidding’) and to draw readers 
into events that follow. 
 

 
Cohesion 

 
Some simple elaboration 
of ideas which are linked. 
 
 

 
Use simple connections 
and conjunctions to assist 
flow of story. 
 
Use accurate noun-
pronoun referencing. 
 

 
Language 
 
 
 

 
Understand that a clause is a unit of grammar usually containing a subject 
and a verb and that these need to be in agreement ACELA1481 
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Sentence 
structure 

 
There may be some 
attempt to vary sentences. 
May overuse 'then' and 
some sentences are run 
on. 

 
Write simple, compound 
and complex sentences. 
Position clauses and 
phrases within sentences. 
 

 
Language 
 
 
 
 

 
Understand how different types of texts vary in use of language choices, 
depending on their purpose and context (for example, tense and types of 
sentences) ACELA1478 

 
Punctuation 

 
Some sentence level 
punctuation is correct. 

 
Use necessary or relevant 
punctuation. 
 

 
Language 

 
 

 
Spelling 

 
Spells some common 
words correctly. 
 
Phonetic attempts at 
unknown words. 
 

  
Language  
 
 
Language 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Recognise and know how to write most high frequency words including 
some homophones ACELA1486 
 
Understand how to use letter-sound relationships and less common letter 
patterns to spell words ACELA1485. Elaboration: using sound and visual 
spelling strategies to explore less common letter patterns after a short 
vowel, using sound and visual spelling strategies to spell words with three-
letter blends 
 
 

 

i We are often asked if Brightpath aligns with the Australian Curriculum. Although both Brightpath and the Australian Curriculum consider and describe features of development, 
they have quite different purposes.   
 
The ACARA site states that “The Australian Curriculum is designed to help all young Australians to become successful learners, confident and creative individuals, and active and 
informed citizens. Presented as a developmental sequence of learning from Foundation - Year 10, the Australian Curriculum describes to teachers, parents, students and others in 
the wider community what is to be taught and the quality of learning expected of young people as they progress through school.’  
 
Brightpath, on the other hand, is an assessment and reporting tool that uses an empirically developed assessment process which requires teachers to assess their students’ 
performances by comparing these performances with calibrated exemplars. The tool includes performance descriptions to help teachers understand the features of development, 
but teachers need to always compare student work the calibrated exemplars when assessing.  
 
We have developed this document to help you understand how Brightpath will help you to meet the requirements of the Australian Curriculum. It is not a definitive guide and we 
urge you not to turn any of this information into a check list. We know from our research that doing so will impede rather than support good assessment practice.  
 

 


