
Brightpath performance descriptors and teaching points and the Australian Curriculum – Year 2 Narrative 
 

Skill 
Brightpath Descriptorsi 

210 - 250 

Brightpath  

210 - 250 Teaching Points 

Strand Year 2 Australian Curriculum code and description 

Authorial choices – Narrative writing 

 
Audience 

 
Uses simple narrative 
markers such as a title and 
formulaic beginning. 

 
Help the reader to 
understand what 
happened and how it 
happened. 
 
Select details so that they 
are relevant to the story. 

 
Language 
 
 
 
 
Literature 
 
 
Literature 
 
 
Literacy 
 
 
Literacy 

 
Understand that spoken, visual and written forms of language are different 
modes of communication with different features and their use varies 
according to the audience, purpose, context and cultural background 
ACELA1460 
 
Create events and characters using different media that develop key 
events and characters from literary texts ACELT1593  
 
Innovate on familiar texts by experimenting with character, setting or plot 
ACELT1833 
 
Identify the audience of imaginative, informative and persuasive texts 
ACELY1668 
 
Create short imaginative, informative and persuasive texts using growing 
knowledge of text structures and language features for familiar and some 
less familiar audiences, selecting print and multimodal elements 
appropriate to the audience and purpose ACELY1671 

 
Text 
Structure 

 
Writes a story with a 
beginning and a 
complication. 
 

 
Structure events so they 
lead to the resolution. 

 
Language 

 
Understand that different types of texts have identifiable text structures 
and language features that help the text serve its purpose ACELA1463 - 

 
Setting / 
Character 

 
May name characters and 
setting but does not 
develop these. 

 
Provide simple details 
about characters (how 
they look, act, feel, their 
relationships) and setting 
(time, place, weather). 

 
Language 
 
 
 
Literature 
 

 
Identify visual representations of characters’ actions, reactions, speech and 
thought processes in narratives, and consider how these images add to or 
contradict or multiply the meaning of accompanying words ACELA1469 
 
Discuss how depictions of characters in print, sound and images reflect the 
contexts in which they were created ACELT1587 
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Literature 
 
 
 

 
Discuss the characters and settings of different texts and explore how 
language is used to present these features in different ways ACELT1591 

 
Vocabulary 

 
Uses simple or common 
words that represent 
people, places or things 
and may use some 
descriptive or more 
precise words. 

 
Use descriptive, precise 
language (adjectives, 
adverbs). 

 
Language 
 
 
Language 
 
 
 
 
Language 

 
Understand how texts are made cohesive through language features, 
including word associations, synonyms, and antonyms ACELA1464 
 
Understand that nouns represent people, places, concrete objects and 
abstract concepts; that there are three types of nouns: common, proper 
and pronouns; and that noun groups/phrases can be expanded using 
articles and adjectives ACELA1468 
 
Understand the use of vocabulary about familiar and new topics and 
experiment with and begin to make conscious choices of vocabulary to suit 
audience and purpose ACELA1470 

Conventions of writing and use of language 

 
Sentence 
structure 

 
There is a stronger sense 
of sentence structure. 

 
Write simple and 
compound sentences. 

 
Language 

 
Understand that simple connections can be made between ideas by using a 
compound sentence with two or more clauses usually linked by a 
coordinating conjunction ACELA1467 

 
Punctuation 

 
Story may start with a 
capital letter and end with 
a full stop. 
 
Little correct use of 
sentence level 
punctuation. 
 

  
Language 

 
Recognise that capital letters signal proper nouns and commas are used to 
separate items in lists ACELA1465 

 
Spelling 

 
Spells some common 
and/or high frequency 
words correctly. Uses 

  
Language 
 
 

 
Orally manipulate more complex sounds in spoken words through 
knowledge of blending and segmenting sounds, phoneme deletion and 
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some known letter 
patterns. 

 
 
 
Language 
 
 
 
Language 
 
 
Language 
 
 
 
Language 
 
 
 
Language 

substitution in combination with use of letters in reading and writing 
ACELA1474 
 
Understand how to use knowledge of digraphs, long vowels, blends and 
silent letters to spell one and two syllable words including some compound 
words ACELA1471 
 
Build morphemic word families using knowledge of prefixes and suffixes 
ACELA1472 
 
Use knowledge of letter patterns and morphemes to read and write high-
frequency words and words whose spelling is not predictable from their 
sounds ACELA1823 
 
Use most letter-sound matches including vowel digraphs, less common 
long vowel patterns, letter clusters and silent letters when reading and 
writing words of one or more syllable ACELA1824 
 
Understand that a sound can be represented by various letter 
combinations ACELA1825 
 

 

i We are often asked if Brightpath aligns with the Australian Curriculum. Although both Brightpath and the Australian Curriculum consider and describe features of development, 
they have quite different purposes.   
 
The ACARA site states that “The Australian Curriculum is designed to help all young Australians to become successful learners, confident and creative individuals, and active and 
informed citizens. Presented as a developmental sequence of learning from Foundation - Year 10, the Australian Curriculum describes to teachers, parents, students and others in 
the wider community what is to be taught and the quality of learning expected of young people as they progress through school.’  
 
Brightpath, on the other hand, is an assessment and reporting tool that uses an empirically developed assessment process which requires teachers to assess their students’ 
performances by comparing these performances with calibrated exemplars. The tool includes performance descriptions to help teachers understand the features of development, 
but teachers need to always compare student work the calibrated exemplars when assessing.  
 
We have developed this document to help you understand how Brightpath will help you to meet the requirements of the Australian Curriculum. It is not a definitive guide and we 
urge you not to turn any of this information into a check list. We know from our research that doing so will impede rather than support good assessment practice.  
 

 


