
Brightpath performance descriptors and teaching points and the Australian Curriculum – Year 1 Narrative 
 

Skill 
Brightpath Descriptorsi 

170 - 210 

Brightpath  

170 - 210 Teaching Points 

Strand Year 1 Australian Curriculum code and description 

Authorial choices – Narrative writing 

 
Audience 

  
Provide the reader with 
more context in the 
orientation. 
 

 
Literature 

 
Discuss features of plot, character and setting in different types of 
literature and explore some features of characters in different texts 
ACELT1584 
 
Innovate on familiar texts by using similar characters, repetitive patterns or 
vocabulary ACELT1832 
 
Create short imaginative and informative texts that show emerging use of 
appropriate text structure, sentence-level grammar, word choice, spelling, 
punctuation and appropriate multimodal elements, for example 
illustrations and diagrams ACELY1661 

 
Text 
Structure 

 
Demonstrates a beginning 
sense of story structure. 

 
Use the complication to 
drive the story. 
Resolve the complication. 

 
Language 
 
 
Literacy 

 
Understand that the purposes texts serve shape their structure in 
predictable ways ACELA1447 
 
Describe some differences between imaginative informative and 
persuasive texts ACELY1658 

 
Setting / 
Character 

 
Characters are named. 

 

 
Introduce the setting, 
characters and 
complication (when, 
where, who, what is the 
problem). 

 
Language 
 
 
Literature 
 
 
Literature 

 
Compare different kinds of images in narrative and informative texts and 
discuss how they contribute to meaning ACELA1453 
 
Discuss how authors create characters using language and images 
ACELT1581 
 
Discuss characters and events in a range of literary texts and share 
personal responses to these texts, making connections with students' own 
experiences ACELT1582 
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Vocabulary 

 

Uses a small range of 

common words and 

descriptive words.  

 

  
Language 

 
Explore differences in words that represent people, places and things 
(nouns, including pronouns), happenings and states (verbs), qualities 
(adjectives) and details such as when, where and how (adverbs) 
ACELA1452 

Conventions of writing and use of language 

 
Sentence 
structure 

 
Words are generally 

demarcated and there is a 

sense of sentence structure.  

 

 
Speak in sentences and 
write sentences. 

 
Language 

 
Identify the parts of a simple sentence that represent ‘What’s happening?’, 
‘What state is being described?’, ‘Who or what is involved?’ and the 
surrounding circumstances ACELA1451 

 
Punctuation 

 
Story may start with a 
capital letter and end with 
a full stop but there is very 
little correct use of 
punctuation. 
 

 
Start a sentence with a 
capital letter, and end 
with a full-stop. 

 
Language 

 
Recognise that different types of punctuation, including full stops, question 
marks and exclamation marks, signal sentences that make statements, ask 
questions, express emotion or give commands ACELA1449 

 
Spelling 

 
Spells some simple and a 
few common and/or high 
frequency words correctly. 
 
Uses some known letter 

patterns to   represent 

words. 

 

 
Use their phonemic 
knowledge to write words. 

 
Language 

 
Manipulate phonemes in spoken words by addition, deletion and 
substitution of initial, medial and final phonemes to generate new words 
ACELA1457 
 
Use short vowels, common long vowels, consonant digraphs and 
consonant blends when writing, and blend these to read single syllable 
words ACELA1458 
 
Understand that a letter can represent more than one sound and that a 
syllable must contain a vowel sound ACELA1459 
 
Understand how to spell one and two syllable words with common letter 
patterns ACELA1778 
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Recognise and know how to use simple grammatical morphemes to create 
word families ACELA1455 
 
Use visual memory to read and write high-frequency words ACELA1821 
 
Segment consonant blends or clusters into separate phonemes at the 
beginnings and ends of one syllable words ACELA1822 

 

i We are often asked if Brightpath aligns with the Australian Curriculum. Although both Brightpath and the Australian Curriculum consider and describe features of development, 
they have quite different purposes.   
 
The ACARA site states that “The Australian Curriculum is designed to help all young Australians to become successful learners, confident and creative individuals, and active and 
informed citizens. Presented as a developmental sequence of learning from Foundation - Year 10, the Australian Curriculum describes to teachers, parents, students and others in 
the wider community what is to be taught and the quality of learning expected of young people as they progress through school.’  
 
Brightpath, on the other hand, is an assessment and reporting tool that uses an empirically developed assessment process which requires teachers to assess their students’ 
performances by comparing these performances with calibrated exemplars. The tool includes performance descriptions to help teachers understand the features of development, 
but teachers need to always compare student work the calibrated exemplars when assessing.  
 
We have developed this document to help you understand how Brightpath will help you to meet the requirements of the Australian Curriculum. It is not a definitive guide and we 
urge you not to turn any of this information into a check list. We know from our research that doing so will impede rather than support good assessment practice.  
 
 

 


